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CHAPVEtt 1 

BKFOBE INDEPENDENCE 


For ccitlurles large gruu|» of peopUi tn Intlia have sitlfered 
many disabilities. CoUoclivcjy these groups have been 
descnbc'd variously as “outeastes," “extenor pastes" and 
^'depressed dassei'' Since these lerniG tmpUed infertority 
Gandhljl called them Marijans—God's own people. In the 
GoviTntnefil of India Act 0 / 1935 they are descril^ed as 
^Scheduled Castes" and Ihis term has also been used In the 
Constitution of independent India A list of these groupa 
la attached to the Conatitution fSehecluled Castesl Order, 
lUStJ, issued by the Govermtienl af India under the 
Constitution. 

Accord ini; to the IlHl census. Harljans numbci’ed 
46 ernres. They are distributed all over the countty—in 
every State. districU tehsU and village—but nowhere are 
they w mimeruua as in Uttar Pradesh. 

Unit) recently, Harijans stood on the lowest rung of 
the social ladder. Their disabilitiis wen^ many. They 
were debarred from public utilities, such as coads, wells, 
tanks, conveyance and educational mstitutiona They 
were not admitted to temples and burning ghats The 
following words of GandhiJi give a moving picture of their 
coodiUon: 

"Sorially, ihej *re teinart Hcupunilvaltr. they are wvrw 
ihaJt Slavca^ fteliamuily, they «» denied entranra to jitBcex 
we mUcall Cod.’ Tliey are ilcsiied Uw UK, on Uw* 

mTH! ternw its thv vni^ flfndu^, of |Hiblie nuiil*, public sdUKili. 
public htiiipUalB, pubUc wellv (lubllr tann, putiUc pniks aiicl the 
tilv In tnme entee iheir apttrniich within « narasiirfil (HUatKe 
IS M Social crime, auit Ih aunu' ullwr hire oaoiigh esare Uicdr 


wry fticht 111) i>fTt^ce Tmy arc for ihcir rMldonrc 

U> Uie wui'zii quunm lit mui vllLHi;:«r^^ whin't* * Lhoy 

ilmiljy eel km Ca«tci liindu 411^ 

will citil i^nr Lkirtn. BmliEHinji wiJI iio]l nffidDlis ut Ibolir 

Thf^ origim cif disablllli^ go back itk thc< dim 

fjast Some sficidlo^iils* beUevc that these arc partly racial 
otid partly ocrntpatlotml. la ancieiti soclctyt aryuc. 

certain occupations, stich as thai tif a nurccpert were latjoa 
Naturally, those who tiW ttiich work tame to he looked 
down its unclean. The disahUitiea which thus originated in 
taboo were accentuated by racial antTpathics and sanctified 
by religion. 

This explanation, ia not acceptable to Dr. B. H. 
Ambcdkar who lias aiivanccd the thiTOiy that "The diEtijjc- 
tton between the Hindus and unlouchobles in Us original 
form be Fore the advent of untouchability was the distinct 
tiun Mweeti the Tribes Men and Brnkcii Men from altert 
Trllw.'S. It Is the Broken Men who subsequently come to 
be treated as untouchahles,*' He traces untouchabDlty to 
the "contempt and hatred of the Broken Men” and to the 
"contgriuation of beef noting by the Broken Men after it 
had been given up by t)theni/‘ 

Social cl ifferentialions are by nci means rare In human 
society, i'"Di9tlnttion by birth hiifi been usually rect>gnJiu‘d 
by many primitive people &th 1 a)mi>sl all the major civiliza- 
Ihina uf ancient times. Well mtirkcd staftusi>grflups 

within a society distinguialied from (me annther by rights 
and dlsabitllies, separated from one another by the absence 
of freedom of inter'>mamage, may, thunefune, be considered 
to be common charactert^ttc and the menUl backiiround of 
ihc social picture of the Indo-European cultures.'’ For 
Instance, them was slavery Jn ancient Greeca In ancient 
Rome the.populace was for a long Umc divided into three 
gmups—patrlcians, plebeians bid slaws. Then there was 
the majitcr-serf rclHljoiuhip In feudal Europe. Finally, 
even In modem limes there is the segTegatton of non* Whit os 
in South Africa and the colour bar rn America. 

* Stsnloy Ihw nnd J. H,~Kutlriii, 

• Ctufr qHii Clns ti> fiicUit iijr Cr, Gtiuryi' 
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j i oddrcjiiicg n oi icFicrp 

lir ttiuit^^ir vC^Vfd diiHfig fill tv tUt 


Social distinctions were swept away in Europe by 
ecotiomic chanpcs^ progress of science and the gT<JWth of 
nationalism. In India these forces did not come into play 
until ahnut the middle of ihe nltictecnth century And 
when they did, they were largely negatived by the '‘divide 
and rule'* policy which the British rulers had been pursuing 
sin<» 18^7 to frustrate the nationaliiit movement and to 
keep and eonsnlidatc tln^ liold on the country - 
Mr Middletoit, one of the two Superintendents who super- 
■vised the census uperatlons of IftSl, admits that “Our iand 
records and officriat doeumerus have added Iron bonds to 
the old rigidity of caste- ^''e pigeonholed evEryonc by 
caste and 11 we could not Jind a true caste for them we 
labelled them with the name of an licreditary occupatiuti 
.... Wo deplnre the caste Byslem and its eiTcelU uu 
social ^ind economic problems but wc are InrKcIy respon¬ 
sible fur the ^»lem which wo deplore.” 


b 


Thfi movement for the r^nval of caBte barrten! was 
ittJlwted tv fiajB Ram Mohan Roy anfi Rishi Daymiand 
took the cause of Uie Harijims With Caiirfhijl’s entry 
tnlo (he Indian NationaJ ConercBs ui iSItJ the upUfi of the 
Hiirijunit became a live issue. Hr rcftanfed uiitouchabLllLy 
as ihe greatest blot on Hinduism. ''Without the xcmoval of 
the Uiml Swarsi was a meaningless term.” The cnunliy* 
he was convinced, must put Its awn house in order If ii 
were to cloizn justice from Britain. 

Under his gutdance the Congress adopted a construc¬ 
tive programme of ‘uxiial improvement in adefition lu n 
political pj-ogramme. One of the Important teuiurcs of the 
former was to '‘organise th* depressed clssseji for a bettor 
hfr, to improve thejr social, mental and mural cuhdltloti. to 
induce them tn send their children to national schools and 
to provide for them ordinary racQHles which the other 
citizens enjoyed.’* 

In pLirauance of this programme, social workers under* 
look intensive propaganda thitiughoul. the country ‘‘Rurat 
India which liad continued in its Kimnolescent medieval 
cxisienci^ awoke to the puxxUng spectacle of youth belong¬ 
ing In the highest caste, thundering to shocked audiences 
on tile crime of treating fellow men and women s& untouch¬ 
ables.'* Titcy went to I be hamlets of the untuui'hiihles 
defying their elders. 

'Hus dri%*e, hid by Gandldji, gave the Harijnns the 
Bclf-re^wct and self-conHdcnt'e to assert fehi'ir rights. At 
Vykom. a small town itiTravancon;, they Had Iwtui prevented 
from using a public alrifOt On Gandhiji's advice the 
Harijans resorted to rctgo^itha to vindicate their nght to 
use the Gtreei. Prf>cessj{)nE were organized and held up 
by the police. For sixteen months the mtpagrafiii and tho 
poCice faced each other. Great interest was aroused 
throughout the country and thousands of volunteers poured 
in lo help the Vykom Harijuns. Eventually the aulhorities 
gave way aiul the cause nf Karrjan uplift irlumphed. 

"Tlw oiwtting of roads." wrote Gandhiji in »hk connect 


e 
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Him, ' ts ilut I he ftnal bttl the tirst step ot Uie ladder ol 
llarywi uplift. Temples, in gencrtih pubUc wells and 
raujrt he Ihruwti open to Hurlja us bIour with the 
HiudiWi*' Tm secure these objccUves Gandhtjl 
uiiAcriiiO): a lour of the country. An EjiBlbhman, who was 
in liwlta at that time, has dciscrlbcd lhi‘ campaign in the 
fullowing words: 

*"Vt:ar utter :n»ir GAndhlil ue auiJ (luwii lotllik 

hulihu*; hnniciLu* fnL-«tlt4(s ntU only for (wllltcal objectives liiU 
aiitQ, nnii for tnjiny yeers tiKtie rnfduentty, to wears Uio wboUtlijn 
Dl ainUJUciiJtuilitv . . GanJliiji dirt much fiwtce tiian hold 
Kitfclittcs asairifii utitouctiabhuy. He took thu ninauiiMly 
ciiiiiespoun step ft<ir h CHirti! Kutifijp ol wclcoTUlug an untouchshlfe 
child wiUj his owii.,((inilljr. Tlila child's'Advent brclcK up the 
'fanirty fnr a time, rml Jor luha H aho nieiul that Ihc MahiiUtui 
lirniaht down oh Im» ow»i tio«f the eotiet'.ntrsteil rPRc ol 
arttrridcix HtnrtHlsm." 

By removing their social dusabililies Gandhijt Imped 
oveivtually ouJuplctcly in eradicate all distinctions botween 
lUrijfttw nnd otJwc liitidus But iliere were others who 
wanted to cxplull the social evil for tliwr own etuis. Tliese 
pt^ufile WCTV nut to CfmvGrt untcuchability iuto a. vested 
iniei'csl and demaruttyl separate electorates for the com¬ 
munity. tiDJuihijl was convinced tltat such a step would 
perjjcttiatc the evil. ‘‘Scparsle electorates," he declared at 
Ihe Second Hound Table Conference, "‘will cnsHire their 
txiuduge for ever." He was resolved to tight it with his 
lUc. 

Jti lUe Commutiai Award announced by the British 
Prime Minuner, Mr Hamsay MacDonald, oiy August IT, 1032, 
this warning was deircgardeii. Oandhlji, Ihereiore, suuyhl 
tn undo the mischief by Ills resolve to faal unto death 
if neceasaiy'. The fast spurred the ppt.»ple Into uction. By 
the filth day of llw? fast the country’s Leadera,.ioeluding 
Dr. B. H. Atribedkar. had wmrkcd rut a plan whi^ came 
to iJe known as the Poona Pact, li was agrecff to by 
GuridhijL and accepted Iry the Bt'iridi As h result of the 
Pad 11)0 MiiHJuns remnlnHi mi IntCftrai part ol tiie itcncral 
electorate, but iteats were reserved for their representallvoa 
in all tho pmvincla) legislatures in proportion to thetr 

" • CoiiJcjiir/omrv Hntima, ijoitdati, iilBrcb 1MB, 




dcui i>tficrj at u coiiimdif tiiiial 


populatioti. Tliey r^c^ived L4B sieais againEt 71 givien by 
th« BritMi. 

These events gave an impetus te the mDvement for 
Harijan uplift. Meetings were held all over Ihe eeuniry 
to remove the evil rwl and branrh. Between September 
13 and October 2. IB32, more than t50 temples end numerous 
wells were thrown open to the Harljans, Feasts, In which 
Karijans and others participated, were held at Bombaj% 
Delhi, Patna and Nagpur and at the Banams University. 

[n September \M% soon after his epic fast, Gandhi]i 
founded tlie Harijan Sewak Sough so that systematic and 
sustained efforts might be made to ameliorate the condition 
of the Harijans. The Sangh carries out Its work through 
35 Stale committees and 335 dMnet oomrEiittees. Trained 
members of the Sangh work in viltages they try to 

remove the disabitllieB of Harijans and brbtg their diffi¬ 
culties to the notice of the auLhorlii&s. The Songh sub« 
sjdizos the constructmn of wells in HaHjan colonies and 
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gtves ]|cants to dispenwries. To @av<; the Harllans front 
eicptoitaiion it runs co-operative EOfielieg which are hruiticeil 
and nuinaged by Harijans ilieimseSves. 'nu: Sangh has 
a programme ul education aiscj. Besides glvina scholarships, 
St subftlillzes luifl conducts priniary schools and about 200 
hoiitds all over the country. Jt rutis 3 rteidential industrial 
inatitutiuns for boys at Pctlii, Madras and AUahabad and 2 
for girls at SabannatS and Delhi. Tlie magnitucio of its 
activities can be gauged from the fact that iLs budget for 
the year ending March tOSl amounted U* Ks 12.9<'> lakh. In 
11)51-62. it expects tn spend about Rsi. 15 lakh. Out of this 
sum Rs. 5 lakh will be forthcoming from the Qandhl Smarak 
Pfldbl anti hs. 5 lakh from the Stale Gnyerjiments. The 
balance of Bs. 5 lakh will be met from public donationB. 

In November lh31t. Gtindhlji ont» again set out on a 
cninpaign of Harljan uplift. In ten manlhs he covered the 
greater part of the country- He siudltsd every aspect of Oie 
question, addressed crowded meolinga and spread his 
message through his weekly organ, ffarijjon. He collected 
money for K-irijen uplift, enllsited workers and organised 
feasts at whtch Haiijans and caste Hindus ate together. 

5\lnle Gandhiji tried to bring about a change in the 
atLitudu of caste Hindus towards Harijans. he also attempted 
to relorm the latter. For instance, he told the Harijans 
not to i^t emrion meat. He taught them to skin the dead 
animal more eSldently, to convert refuse Into vnluiibk 
compost and to keep their houses clean. In fact, then! was 
hardly on aspect of Harljan uplift which escaped his 
attention. 

H. K. Biaibford, the w-oll-knowti British writer, lias 
described his work in t lie following words; '‘The campaign 
of this mystic to clean latrines one day and cfpen temples 
on the other is one of tlie strongest chapters in history and 
one of the noblest. Mas any saint in human memory done 
more to lighten the misery of the oppressed end restore 
their self-respect. He had broken & cnieL Institution that 
dated from the night of time. . . . India honours Gandhiji 
today chiefly because he led the fight for imiependence. 
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liuituinity i)u/e$ him even heavier debt because he upeneil 
iJie rtmti of the untovichables to freedom.** 

K>iit inii^Lri Ik :iij?^'’i&TiUJ:!!t 

In 1&37 popular Ministries c^e iMc^ power m the 
pro^^nres tmd they Ufok up woch ot Harijan with 

great enthusiasm and gave it precedence ever otlier prob¬ 
lems. The planning and Implementation of the Harjjan 
uplift programme was enthisted to special nfOcers or 
departments. The main aim ol these efforis wets to raise 
the Harijans educational ly and to give them adequate 
represetitatton iti pubiin services. Attention was glvejv to 
other aspects of Ffarijan welfare also. 

EdwattQn 

Education is. the m&si elfedive instrument of uplift. 
Accordingly* ilie empliasis was on increased faefUtios for 
education. Harijans had ihelf ^^ha^c in the gcneml expen¬ 
diture tin education. Now, additional lumfe were ear-mnrked 
exclusively for thdr benefll. In the year ending March 
1B40| the dnited Provincesspent Rsl on the education 

of Uarijans In Bomliay the expenditure shot up from 
R 5 56,Qoa in mUH to FIs' I51,ftEH) in 193^0. The progress 
of expenditure in Madras can he gauged from the following 
figures; 

lEm-sv 

Rs, 71X872 Rs. 778.764 Rs. 849,022 

In most of the provinces new schools were opened for 
Harijan children and the old ones glvim granl^in-aid. In 
Madras and Bombay lusUtutiona which discritninatod 
against Tfanjaii pupils or refused them admission were 
deprh^d ul Slate atici 

Poor Ilarijan students in Bombay ^'houls were 
exempted From the payment ot fees. In arH and prnfes- 
aional cciUege^ Free studentships uiid schointislilps were 
awarded. Three scholarships were awarded lo deserving 
student Ei for advanced studies in England In the UP. 
sehnlBrstups were awarded to Harijan orients and 
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Bomba r— tor ttvvt nt a hiK’fctinrni <'laj» hixr^J at PtHma 


40,000 more were provided with text books and stationery. 
ThoBO in Government schoqiii were exempted from the 
payment of fees. Similar coneeselona were made To Barijan 
students in Madras and Bihar For ejcmnple, the fallowing 
scholarships were awarded in Madras ; 

(i) 62 residential and 3.150 non^rcsidential scholarships 
in secondary and elementary schools^ 

(ii) 22 scholarships In arts colleges^ and 
<iii) mo scholarships to students undereoing profes- 
siimal and Induatria] training. 

These were in addition in the 145 scholarships awarded to 
Harijaft siudtxtts by the Department of Education. 

The Madras Govununent maintained five hostels for 
Harijan students in Madras city and 3 in other towns. In 
atldition 22 hostels were subsidized by the State. In Bombay 
Harijah students were provided with rent free aecommo- 
datton in hckstels attached to Covemtnetat secDudaiy schools. 
Private hostels which admitted Harijan boys and girls 
received grants from the Covemtneoi A hostel for Bari Jan 
students was maintained by Ihc Government at Poona. 
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Futihur, un ofT?r ftrnn tiif* Gujurat Harijon St^wak Saiigh 
to run a kustcl at Ahmfdubijd was accepted and an annual 
grant of Rs was spinet I nnett tor the purpose. 

Besides providint; specia! fAciliiies fnr education some 
provificQS look care ti> persuade Horijans to send their 
children to schoaU. For tnstoiicic. V7 ^pen-users were 
appoinleri in the U,F. to work Among Harijans and to make 
ihfTn conscious of the henencs of educniivti. In et'ery 
district a commiticti consisting of ufficiats and ncm-oftlctab 
was set tip to supervise their educational progress. To deal 
with important matters there w'as s provincial committee 
at the top. 

Tlie numlier of Harijon students in cducatlonat institu^ 
tions increased substacitially as a result of ail Itieso moasurea 
In the XJ-P. the numhor rose from m 1938^9 to 194.(I!I2 

In 19:39-40 and in Blhnr from 5«;.6S7 in 1937-38 to 65,903 in 
1933-39. 

Piibtic Services 

In order to give them an adequate representation in 
public services rules regarding recruitment to services were 
relaxed m their favour, tn Madras tlic minimum qualUlca- 
tions prescribed far appuintnieni to subardlnate posts were 
lowered for Harijiin candidates and the age limit was raised 
to £7 year; os against 2ft for others. Harijan candidates 
who had a univonsity degree or an mtennediate certifleate 
were exempted from all agu reetriclions 

hloreover, one out of every 12 posts tn the provincial 
and subordinate services was reserved for Harijon candi* 
dates tn 1939, Madras hud 9 superior gazetted ofFiccis 
belonging to Hunjan commumties and 29 non^axetted 
ofScers drawing a monthly salary of move thnn Rs. 100. In 
addition, there were nuuieroua liarijeiia who oceujaeti posts 
an lowoi- aaUuflea. 

SimUor concessions were granted in Uttar Pradesh also. 
For example, the Government decided to appoint at least 
one Harijan as deputy collector every year. Before the 
pojmlar regime came into power Marijans were debarred 
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£rom paUct^ servit*. The bar was retnavcid by the popular 
Ministry. Karijaiui ware appoioled as sub-registrars, excise 
inspectors and dividonat supcfintendents also. 

Aholttioti a/ ForcBcf h^tbanT 

Before the advent of popular Mimstnes, forced Lsljour 
was a coomrun feature of life in. iJie rural areas. The 
Vie Inns of this practice were poor landless labouront, mostly 
Harijans. In liie Congress ruled provinoes forced labour 
was abolished Fiuilier, tjie district umcers in the UJ>, 
were instructed to stop Ihe aamindars from exacting bepar. 
Offenders were to be prosecuted under section 3-17 of the 
Indian Penal Code. 

In Bihar Sectibn B of the Penal Troop Transport, and 
TravelJeis Assistance Regulation of ISUe. which ompowored 
the police to bnpr*:3s labour and transport for tljc use of 
civilian officers touring in rural areas, woa repented. 


Removal of Oisabilitjes 


Iti areas, where water Is scarce, the disability of flanjans 
in regard to the use of w-cJls was a source of great hardship 
The district officers tn ilic UP. were, tlierefore. asked to 
ensure that Harijans were not debarred from the use of 
public wells and oiber public ameuitles. An extract front 
tliese instnicUotTS Is given below ; 


^llfl an? u much tree »(wl o[Njn to tht'oi: 

JL* *“ caal# Huuliu «uU otiwr nemhim of the comTnimity. 

nitvitf7iTnL-n» can run pti^bly recvtiruiH) any diBiinrlEua on atiy 
K^kind wha^mvET in ttje case tif tiat- u^n. «! puJjIIe umj 

entity to n bw Hnd. uuteUoiied Uh cif nil pnhJK tirowi'ty. iiij«H 
M pub^ liIahWDyfi, piilihc wfiJIs. public pnrloc aiMf mibUr build* 
GuymiinciJt will not fait to do their duty lu t^anl 
^*1'^ publlt! and wetal uuuitun ntunt 
Cfoale^ innuence in the solution of anr difncullles 
T™!?! |n any part cf tlio pruvliiee Gavertunent 

upposl inostjilruu^ly it ai| scutidtu ol (he publJa to ensure hiU 
euiipifn to the m^bers of Iho JchoiliiJwl eastc* bi^c pearehll 
oidnriDCiU of thetr fLinduinetiUit rj^un in (Jj|» roiftevt '> 

Legislation was enacted to raljte tlielr aticiat status In 
Madras, fur instance, tlie Removni of Civil Dlsahtlitlte Act 
of 1938 etisblcd Ihc Harijans to enfoy all sodal and public 
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amcniUes u]>un to casU* Hindtis. tjrtdt^r this Act biiv courts 
were direct^ nut to roco^lxe any diGahillly even if imposed 
by ctistom. Tile Malabar 7'enipio Entry of iSSa fadli- 
tated the throwing open al famous temples In Malabar to 
the Lfarijans. for the rest of the province a more effective 
meaEurc, the Temple Entry AuiliarizaUon and Indenuiity 
Act of t93H,. was put on the statute lM>ok. It autliurlacd the 
trustees of any lemphi to throw it open to Ute liarijana 
and indemnified the trust cos From civil or criminal Ifabtlity, 
“This low," as Kajaji ttos pain fed out, "whe a rcvolutinnoty 
step that required no meon amount of courage and dclcrmi- 
nation, it could have resulted In the immediate break up 
of the Government but the Btrcngth of the Congress was 
ejimtgh Iti hear dtwn all opposlllon. The great temples of 
Madura, Tanjore and i^lani in the most orthodox southern 
districts wore thrown open under the new law. The Con¬ 
gress withdrew from the CovGmmtmt In 1939 and the throw* 
ing open of other big temples was slopped,” 

Amenities 

Among the pressing needs of Harijana were housing 
and water supply. Suitable sites were given to them 
at ti amino 1 price^t by the Back ward Class Department of 
Bombay. Further, land was given to co-operative housing 
societies of Harijan.^ at reducijd rates. At Allahabad 
2<J acres of land were granted to the Harijan Sewak Saiigh 
ai a nominal rent. A sum of Hs. 30,009 was sancliniied by 
tiie 17. P. Govui-nment for the provision of water for the 
llarijacs as pari of a programme of rural development. In 
Bihar Hs. 125,DOO were sanctioned for water supply in rural 
areas, and of this amount Rs; 5(1,000 were ear-marked for 
Hadjans. 

The econnmle uplift of llarijans is part m( the larger 
pnablem of miaing the standard of living of the musses. 
Steps taken by the popular Mmi&lricE to iirotect agncultural 
tenants, to setiie debts; to ejctcnd The oo-operotive credit 
movement and to improve tiie condition of industrial labour 
helped the HarijBAs substaDtially sinee they lormed a 




ftHulttw tot fldiricwvnl ClitrtfiK ntrrf 

ff/axbm imd o irmiijj »[ tlnrijan* fUfttnu AmiEhttodit rM*ijiJf at 

Dwarko. 


consktOTabli^ part of the country's industrial and Umdless 
agrtculturat labour. 

These Biricliorative measures to improve their ecoumpic 
conditioa could be cRertive only if the Marijaua were made 
to fiive up the excessive use of hquor. Some of the pns* 
Vinces, IhEieforc. imtiated the policy of prahiblllon. 

As a result of these measures there waa a perTeptlbto 
impruvement in the condition of the Harfjans. Increased 
tatnliifes lor educaltim and vaCBtionai training cipoiied to 
them the doors of opportimity fn the economic ftelA The 
educated among them were absorbed in public service A 
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mJddlif cIhss had thus begun lurise among the narijans and 
It haa become the vanguard of progress: 

Unfottunateily for the Harijana the poUtlcial situation 
eranpelled the popular MinUtnes to resign'^office In 1S39. 
With their departure the^wcifari*'work which thi^ had been 
doing with^sudi great was htiemipi^. Even »> tire 
death kmU of untouehaihlity had been sounded and. the 
foundations of future progress of the Bartjens had been 
well Uud. 


CJIAP'TEH II 


EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS 


The work for the uplift of IlaHjniu, which hsd been 
interrupted in 1939, tesumed with the advent of 

independenfie. 

This time it was a simu.Uitnecm» effort in eevetal 
directions rapidly to raise (he Harijans to the level at the 
more advanced sections in society. During the past four 
yoars or so logislntlQU has been passed and admlnistnitlve 
netjon Inkim to remove their social andfctvic hsijdicaps and 
to raise them Gducntiminlly and ecoiiuniicHJly. 

In the programmes whiclt me being worked out in 
the States and at the Centre special attention ta devoted to 
dm education of the HarijanB. This emphasis is justified, 
[lir nothing will bring about on (mprovement in their 
ctindition more spuiedlly than oducatlott. 

entire 

The Central Governmentexpenditure on Harijan 
education has been increasuig steadily. For instance, a aum 
of 3 lakJi was spent tu 1948-47 mi scholorahjps for Karljan 
students studying beyoml the malriciilatiort stage. 
pnpulai' Gfivemim:nt which cei^ into power In 1947 
cOfwideied the grant tondeqoate and sonrtwned a larger 
amount. For tBSIMl. the sum allatied was Rs. 825.000, 
which is mure tlian 2| times the atnoimt spent before Ind ia 
beeiune free. 

The growing expenditure on Hanjait education b 
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reflected to ^alanskipti whose number has been rising 
^tejuUly as ts evident finm the fcltowing : 


r ca r 

iwa^d 



KkEHil^r or «Cilifil^rttfi|fniiwaiilsa 
to (Lir^Jiui ituilailti 

m 

ld46>4T 

■ J # 

- * 

527 

tH4T>48 

5 > 

* ■* ,. 

855 


. f - 


647 

194lh5U 

t iG' 

L 

S?l> 

IfJSfhSl 

a. 


.. 1.316 


Modroi 

In Mudrair where t!«e Harljan problem was once the 
mrid. aetute, the progress of educatinii has been reinerk- 
able indeed. In 1^51, the State spent Rs, M Jakh tin their 
education as against Rk. 31 lakli in In uther words, 

this expenditure mcreased h>‘ Ra, 23 lakh within the paid 
lour years* 

With [he cnacimeni of the Removal nf Civil disabilities 
Act of 11>47, Horijans arc now afimiTte<i to all ediicatjoiial 
institutions. Id facU tbt* popular Ministry lias ensured that 
ten fair cent of Hip loial number of places are lesert'ed for 
Barijan sludcnts In every educatlunai InstituUoo. 

In addition, the Government has si^icial ,'ichdnls fur 
Harij^ childreii to eertato localities. ITteir number has 
been growing from year lo y-enr and in 1951 there were 
1^ of these schools wllh nearly one lakh Harijan pupUs, 
Besides free education, midday meals ore supplied to these 
schools. In I9i>l. the cost of mecihf atuounted to Rs, 15 lakh. 

Educatiun Ls tree tor Kui'Jjan pupils in elementary 
scboolsv In secondary schools, arts and professtonal colleges 
poor Harljan students are exempted from ihe payment of 
feesu They are also not requiml to pay examinatjon fees 
(If are allowed niducthto In fees to the extent of fifty 
per cent These facUitwa are fiupplcnnffittKJ by grants to 
enable poor ehildrtin to buy booka and stationery and defray 
ex^xmses for boarri and Itxlging. 

The range and variety of scbotarshlps awarded to 
Harijan students are indeijd bewilderlnj^l They cover every 
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tyfMr of (Mfucdlliiit—ulemcntary, cutl^ge, post- 

groduativ proft'siiimuiL truliutiial aitd vocotmnat. A fum 
of R« ? tdkh wot $pent by Msdroe on schola^hips in E9$1. 

Hostels ai« iirovJdsd for OiO^ wLu live pumy froin the 
educational centres. Twcmiy-lwo of these are run by the 
Barijan Welfare Duparttnent oI tho State, and provide free 
hoard and lodging There urc, moieover, 43S private boelfils 
which rccetv? a monllily subsidy erf Rs. Ifi for every HaHjan 
pupil for ten months in the year. 

That hti; strides tisve bcx'ii taken by Madras on the road 
of llariion education is evtdeot from the following com¬ 
parative ilgurw: 


t» 4 * 

Rs 3,t32.5iH 

Rs 101,722 

Rs. 2411.285 
72 

1,785 


Amount spent on llanjan 
education 

Expend i Lure un scholar¬ 
ships 

Boarding grartU 

Private huatels subsidized 
by the Govcrntncnt 

Boarders In private hos¬ 
tels fur whom boards 
uig grants have been 
sanctinsned 


ISSI 

Rx. 5,400,000 

Rs. 712,138 

Rs. l,eS3J92 
435 

22 Government 
Hostels 
10.704 


5,821 
1,148 
2JZ07 
27.126 
50.538 
77.874 
71..641 
Rs. l.O40.(KKt 


Number of scholanahips 17,732 

Special schools for Harijans 1,353 

Teachers 2.072 

Girls in schools 32,960 

Boys in schools 63,530 

TotR] strength 9d.4M 

Number of pupils fed 83,830 

Cost of midday meals ft*. l^iSlt.OOO 


Tlie stfiry *jf the eJfofts made and retolts achieved hi 
Madras is the same as in the other States. In outlining the 


efforts of the latter aicentton wilL therefore, be cooffned 


only to special features of die educational prograinmea. 
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Bom ha 

PritnftTy educaliPTi in Bom bay in now bw and com- 
puJsai'y in all villages wlili a p(>pulation t>£ one thousand 
or more. IVhenever cdmpubdry education is introduced In 
an area, backward class cbildfcn. includinjj ftarijatts, 
ate pipovided with tKwjks and station oiy. Secondary 
education is aliui freo for ail boys and girls within specified 
age lirniUL To attract taaekward doases to tiighi»' education, 
mdueements are given hy way of .reduction of lacs and 
scholarships The? value of sdiotarshlpa varies according 
to the requirements of each course. These concessions 
are supplemenlwl by a vast' network of Stale hostels in 
some areas and aiibsidiied husteb run by private agencies 
ebewhere, 

The progress of education among the backward classes 
Is et'ideiit irom the liguTEs below: 

«I giro an tiuOtmu 


Colleges ( excluding medlcil, 
agricultural and engineering 

1W«MT 


UtB-W 

collegcsi, etc.) 

401 

537 

080 

Secondary school* .. 

9.m 

10.354 

] 1,418 

Primary ex'huols 

234J13 

:i48J96 

501,342 


8 ill nr 

In ISM!M9 aud again in lO-itf-50, Harijan siiuionts were 
given stipends to the value nf Hs- lOii,210. As it was fell 
that the scope of stijicnds should he widened, the Bihar 
CIovGmment altotted Ra. ^,000 for tlie purpose In 1950-Sl 
no the recomniendation^ of the Bihar Harijan Enquiry 
Committee. This Is more than six times the amount; spent 
in the two preceding years. 

There is an increase In the number of hostels also, In 
1948 ^, there wereltanjan hostels at Bhogalpur, Darbhanga, 
Muzaffarpur, Monghyr, Pumea and Raghunathpur. New 
hostela were opened at Armb, Sasarnin. Gaya and Aurang¬ 
abad in 1949-50. Tlie consttuctliin ot several other hostels 
is to be undertaken soon. 
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L\tsjb olh«r Slato, Orissa too him made strikiog progress 
irt tb(> cdudqliun of Harijansw For instance, the <^YpendUure 
ort scholarships and g^nts has risen nne hundred md forty 
times stnee independence, while the n amber of Hati:ftin 
arid other buck word class schrdurs has increased ihi-ee times 
as can he .seen from the foIkiwiriR: 


S1lpvTi<d« anei vrvntk ffumtAT ctu^iHito 
\ m mpw I invt^iuiiiM 


42,458 

18B,0fl0 47;16S 

426,352 76,448 

7n,8J3 114J)14 


1&4{M7 

1&47-4B 

1848-49 

1949-5(1 


Unar Fradesh 

P6or flud cLfeMrutou Jiartjau studenb arf ejeemptni 
frgm thij ];»iymt,'iit of fees lin Govoctimeot and Slott-AJdRd' 
^clucatioiial itutUuElund. Thf» va1iii» <if aUpend.'t fhr thi^m 
rongco from R«, 8 t<j Tti. 125 ptrr ifignltt. In 1950, u stmv of 
Rs. 800,00u «»!K sjMsni tin siipendB. ThiJtt.* aro thirty-four 
subshliEuti hostcU m the State for llaiijan studeQU, 

HarijatJ youlhs are cmctiurqged Co train for such trades 
0$ carpentry, snulhy, spinnuig and weaving. Tlicy also 
train as electncmns, radio and moior meckanlcs. In 1049 ujtid 
1050, 100 and 350 younf; men respectively wera glvtnt 
teclmical and vucational Irofulug under tlio Director of 
Rseitlrment and EmphnTnent in UUar PraiiCBli, Many 
more receivijd vocatlonaj training In Industrlai institutioivs 
under the Director of Cottage Industries. Places are 
riiscrved for Karljun students at the mcKlkal colleges in 
Lucknow and Agra, 


Pnnjnb 


Soon after partitton the Punjab Government formulated 
a scheme for the cducalmnal advanectoent of Hnrljanfi 
Under the scheme liarijon sUulentf are exempted from the 
payment of tultJdu lees in all educniioinai iiuditutlmu. They 
are ohso eligible fur munthly stipends of Rs. 6, 15, ^ uttd 28 


rcspecUvelv lli^r scbool, inlormedlBle, (iegft% and |Ki«t;- 
graduate i^ucatbri. The annual KXii^ndiiure on stijwnda 
and tuiUcin Ik aiii batow 


r i-.r 

ttiijirmiffl 
%m rupfm> 

TiMtIflll 

IlllTUptiiMi 

11I48'49 

26,423 

3Q,54U 

I949-&0 

92,266 

47,0M 

1950^1 

151.641 

l(KJ.tlOO 

tSSN92 

171.576 

160.000 


The number al Harijan pupiU tias be^n increasing 
steadily in rctrent 3 ^rs. For in^ance, thorn wore 7Bj4a 
scholars in 195^1-51' compared with liliTSO in l&4iM9. There 
were 583 bo>'s and 4 ftrls recetvutg university education in 
whereas the t‘<trresponding fiipice Cor the Punjab 
before portition was tS2 and J only. 

Madhpn Prudesh 

In addition to the usual concessions, such as exemption 
from the payment of tuition and examination fees, stipends 
and boarding grants, tS per cent iif the places in oH 
Govenunent and State-aided institutions are reserved fur 
bank ward classes. Including iladjani Tlie progress <il 
cducalion among these dosses can be gauged from the 
fullowing I 


4t backwpind cIoh vtiutralt 
Ctrti Olrti 

4U4^T tMMt 


primary sc hotils ^. 

50,233 

3Ji94 

72.431 

B.427 

Secondary schools 

5.463 

525 

9,065 

943 

Arts and s£?!pnce college 

152 

7 

192 

9 

Technical instUiiUofiE 

40 

Nil 

52 

1 


Vt^cst Benpal 

Both West Bengal and Aasam have lost terriiory and 
pnpulBtioti in consequence of partition,, in their ea***, 
therefore, the proaant state of Hiuijan educaiUm cannot be 
enrnpared with that obtaining before^ 

fn lif^Q, the pooltJnn of liackwand clisa iiducation (n 
Wist Bengal was as foitows . 
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N'Kinber *ii buckwiird 
scltoiar^ In 
trshnical vixTatitinal 
and prof^alnnol tnati- 
tutMina 

Expenditure <in stipe nits 
and other 


Rorb 04rli Totdi 


aiMtll 40JS] 365.^1 

Rs.4!l3^8 H3,2B.732 Hs SSl.UO 


Oni* iwt cii every Harl|ait pupils In Govontmeiit 
srhoiiU is jpven a scholarship, tl^at is, free cdacation. 
Ntnr Ircn 4tnd cIovpti halHiw studentships are available to 
tiujse viossGs m the colleges. Two siuctenta hove been given 
oTipe&s scnolarsnipii and another a scholarship fur the 
study oi medicine oitlsidu Lhe State 

ffyihrmlMid 

A Scheduled Caste Trust Fund was instituted m 
with a capttaJ of one crore rupees. The object of the Fund 
is educational, social and economic advarECvincnt of Harijatis 
m the Siotc. 

Like Madras, Hyderabod lias special schools for the 
tlorijana and those tiuinh^ Z].T. Besides free education, Uiesie 
InsUtutiAna provide bonks and stationery. Poor students 
are supplied with clothes at^io. The itchouls cost Rs. 487.35Z 
in 1031 In addition to the tZjSl3 children in these institu* 
tions Ihene were 2:7,S'Jfi Harijan students In other shoots, 
that b, 40,^01 m oil. 

Scholarships are awarded to llanjan sludeato m schools 
and colleges from the Trust Fund. To encourage technical 
and professional edit cation therti are scholarships of Ss. 73 
each oiul an equipment allowance of FK 2a(l, In all 11.00(1 
scliolai^jpa were awarderl In JOSO-Sl. 

Hoittipb have hecu e^tahllilietl for 1-iarljari students at 
all dlalricl headquarter^ except two. Students who live 
In neci>^tn*d hoffeb are given stlpenib Recently, a 
biiildmg.WB« purchased m Rydcrabiul ai a cost of Rs 40.000 
and allnttcd to the Horijan Sowak Sangh for use ns turaiel. 




Hyi»i BpUp fa ||||4 tv-mFInn fiMini fi/ ii 













The follow'ing flgitres siiow the progrtHss in Kajasthiin ; 

V ■ 1 r 

i^MTnllvr Al ftdrMA^ r«p|ltvf:^ll 

nffi 

pijliotifitoiaf 

1S4B-4!> 

fQ 


tB41t'AD 

31:! 

n.380 


IJ!38 

-t!!.! 17 


S/iamt 

In tw« ftinws 11«* impt^ndHutis ^ihulat* 

s^hlpti tuv atucbnts hiur inc*'42oatKi fiiurfcild, while tim 


y*mT 

IlittllllV 
ptipi.l» vl> 
Mitocll 

«hidi»3U in 
mOrfVi^ 

linfUiUli 

fbjdirmm 

Mnnii'iil 

iMtltuUim 

KKptfndttu-n m 

t-bf 

4mruui^^ 

J04S-19 

0T1 


- 

17.640 

19494M) 

1,?90 


2 

66. ISO 

l!)SD'5i 

Mynturv 
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ne.618 


The fitei>s taten tn promote the cdMcaiton ol Hadiarts 
in Mysan? inelnde exemption tram 1 he payment of tr^ 
suppl)^ of books and clotheis; lo stud^ni& and award <if 
scholarshipa, Tltcre are fi!e\^en Govt-mment and 56 States 
aided hostels for tinrijans. 

Mysore has an ^visory Committee which keeps an 
eye on tl>e edocittional progress nf the Harijans. Ii studies 
their edufalhinal problems, swRRests measiures for tJicir 
solution and ides to maku Ihe of the fuciUUos offered 
by the Governmeni, 

Here are some figures^ which show the progress of 
Had]an education In the State: 


Number of pupils 

47,778 

80.460 

Books and iiUt«s 

Rs, 6.66H 

Rs. 3.334 

Clothes 

„ 3.000 

t. 3.000 

Scholarships 

Kf43 

.. 72.500 

Harijon hoitds 

,. 70.278 

„ 04.708 

Siotfr^ald^ hosltils for 
Hartjorts 

„ 69.707 

.. W.307 


*■ l>ie fijnm' iw tac^SO, 
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Tmti nn rorg - Cnchtn 

During th® five yeara TravajicoreCochbi hM t)een 
spending more than u Ifikh of nipeai unTTonUy to promote 
education among iMickward communitiEs. A hoatei is mn 
b)r the State Govornnicm for Hnrijan pupilB. 

Still roshtru 

In tSiiO 51, Snuraslum 481 tlariian students in tile 
sehootiN colleges unci tecbnics] iiUhtitutltins, All of them 
received Government 3 chniitriihi]Mi. The following figures 
show the expenditure incurred t>y the Ooywnment «n the 
education of ttttrijans in IfMgrSD uml 1950-51 : 


Tuition Mid exaniinatliau fecu . 

EyrtMitlliuf* 
ja 114 Ma 
■ ttl,^U£Aet 4 

Iti tMO.SI 

lii> rapcBi 

5*000 

Clirthea fprHaiiJan situlepts 


5.000 

Grants-in-nld tt> hfistcla * 

40,000 

50.000 

Grantfi-in-ald fnr constructUin 
of boildirigs 

' ■■ 

40,000 


FEPSU 

PEPSlt tiad lUatW backward class: Btudents tti the 
educaUaJMLl iuaUiuiions in 1950-31. Their tuition fees and 
evpen pg* for board and. lodging were mei by the Govern¬ 
ment They alto received oumtbiy stipends beiweeii Hs. 2 to 
2B. Ill IffliKia, the Governrtiimt expe^ to spend. Ba 450*000 
on scholorships alone. 

Jammu and ffaatmir 

tlarljen aiudents are given free atudentshipa and boaks. 
Their numher lias increased from year tu year and ttt 
1B51-52 Ulc Stole had 1,B44 Harijsne TO the educatiimBl 
inatitutuma 

"ii 

Dfhii 

The smaller States aro marching in step with the 
higiifer nniffl: For example. Delhi bad 6,537 Harljan 
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dcholars in its educatiunAi UistltutLutis Jn Mulch 1040 
rtimpared with 3^43 befoi'C lndsp«mkfiee. The numliw cf 
schalarships Awarded was 3^398 in 1930-51 as t-omparfid 
uHth 30 bcfcrre August 15, 1!147. 

Ajmer 

Hai'ijim pupils In the educatiunal mstitiatlans inereAsed 
from a,7Tl tn 1647 lo 3.6B4 in ItWfl. Out ai a total of llfi 
ficlutlarships only five were awaivied to Itorjjan jttudetits In 
1047, whereas the flguref fur J0oO-31 wta't* 442 oui oI a total 
uT J.ISfl 

Khteh 

Tire State has BOO Kargan pupils in LltG schools and 
icclinica! mstltutlDns and awards 84 sdinlarships ahhUHlt^. 
Before mdcpendeiice Hitrljou students wen> nut mhaUted to 
any edueational Instliutinn. 

Coorp 

The State has 1.850 Harijan smdenls and the expendi¬ 
ture lilt their education has been Increasing slendlly since 
independence. A sum of Rs, 1 lakii has been eor-marked 
by the Slate for their education m 1951-52. It wUl be used 
to provide the Himjan students with scholarships, books, 
midday meats, clothes and fond rations- 

From the factual data as’allable, it is evident that 
educationally the Herijana have been making speedy 
progress. In some of the States this progress Indeed 
iieen spectacular Harijan studenis are now admitted to 
the educational instiiutium) everywhere and snme of the 
States have even places reserved for them. Many Slates, 
such as Madras and Hyderabad, have spec ml scliools where 
besides free education, boohs, stationery and midday meals 
are given to Harijan students. To encourage bl^er educa- 
tlun among iliem. schularships and grants are given- The 
number of scholarships awarded to Ihe Harijam Is fax in 
ffxcess of tiicir proportion in the population. Sonve States 
maintain hostels where free accommiidatjoii and food are 
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provided. The f>xpcind(tui:e on the edacatnin of Hsrijmut-' 
hjB9 been tneuAtiDg steudily in die States and at the Centre 
from year to yeah 

'n» cumuiotlvc eHiect of thcae mcastues is altogether 
beneftcTaL The Iliuijaha are noiv becoming beti^ equipped 
for the race of life. £ducation la wHdenlng their mental 
hnrlKtm and creaUng to them ait urge for Uettennotu. 


taAPTEB III 


AMKLIORATIVK MEA>SURES 


Evmv «{Tuit :lii rtiadt: ti> rai^ the vocial and oconaaiiir 
AtatUA til' the Hari;|ariii. Ltretshtlion bos been tjiutcted to 
r^a%‘e inetr sucui dlsabUltiea. in>d udaunistnxtK'e actieii 
Is birlns talfcn to miprtrv^ ihcur economic eoiidiiiofi and 
slandflnt of Uvlng. Tho aim of Iticse measutts is tu aUmliuite 
diatinciions between Harijans and other memliea of the 
community and thiiir eventual fuidon as dealrarf by Gandhlji 

Wdfaie wbrlt in moat Staiei (a plimned and 
rxecuted by apecial departtnents. For tnstiance. there 
the DepartmenI int Hartjoti Welfare in Madrae whose field 
work is supervised by Defwity Collectors m ilto bipijer 
dMtrlclti and TebaildaTs in others Uttar Pfadeah has a 
Iforijan Sabaynk Dvparlmcni which cenui Into oxlsteiioe In 
IMlt. To enforce (he LT^K {temovaJ uf Smdal DisabiUtias- 
Ael of lIMT and to help the Harljarei, tlie.Stale has twenty- 
two ilarijou Welfare Oilleen In the dlalrtcts. To advise tht 
Qwemment on welfaie mcaBUns there are District Harijnn 
Arsiiciatiofis and the Provinrial Board. Bihar Iws. four 
DivlsjoiiBl and eightiiefi Harijnn WcUart Dffioers Uplift 
work" In Bomliay (s looked after by the Direcior of Back¬ 
ward Cle^s Welfnro, five Assmtant Plreciara and soventtiini 
Welfare Qificers. The Punjab Smto lias twelve fiiuijnn 
Wellare Olficcrs and Welfare Committees la the districts 
and [ohsiia 

Madhj'a BhaTal boa a Departniant <jf Harijiui and 
Aiilvasi trpllfl with Bodtward Cloas bfllcers and Dm'elop- 
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menl in tlie dMricts Thisn* uru S-l pracJiiirak# la 

campaign ngalnat tintouchablllty ihrtiughfjut the State. A.L 
the apex ui the welfare tifganixntinn U the Central Harijan 
Uplift Advisory Committee 

Adequate arganiTatlone for welfare work exwt In 'ilJwr 
States also, and official eSort is supplemetited by the wnrk 
of volLiutaty bodies. 




Sixni after inde|Mfndemx‘. popular Ministries undertook 
the task of removing the disublllliBs from which the HotIJ ana 
itill suScred. For bisianrct in tfW7, Bumfauy eiincled the 
Temple Kntry Act wiiirfi opoowl temples and places of 
woi-ghip to the Hanjoiifii They wen' nUowod acces to 
publla places aitcl euablcd to take up any proftasion they 
liked by the BetnuvaJ of Sticml Dtsabiliiies Ati of l!}4€, 
UlTeneex under bcdli these alrta ere eyjpnizabUs and the fullow? 
tug priiMecLiUuus were started between 194?’48 and J&49-5l> •. 


CBif i undi^ ftirnwrjil ut 

Y^Hic Sf«iiai XijEaiifliUt* Jici l»m 



M 


I 


H 

li 


i| 

ll 


i 

’5C 


II 



si 

4 

7. 

5 - 

<c 

£ S 

h 

i y 

X X 

1E)4T^ 

262 

SI 

43 

2 

t ! 

l»4£-49 

161 

87 

34 

HI 

6 

I!)4!bSll 

85 

33 

14 

a 

1 L 

Madras qfiBCtcd 
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tAmendment) Act jn IU47 which ennrefred nu Harljahs 
the right of access to atl public place*, such as edncationoj 
iiusiUutic^ns. hospltaliij theatres, hotels, hostels^ ahaviitg 
sxtooca, jiiwi p . ^ public welt* bathing places, burnt and 
cremation grounds, roads. stFeeisaiitl pathways. It enabled 
the Hari juris to hold any oflive and to cairry on any huaines^i 
tmde (ir iwcupntion. 
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Other Stales, tuo, foUt>w«:d (he paiiem teiUstatiun in 
B<iniha.v arni Madras 'iTiiere is. ftw* cscample, the Central Pro¬ 
vinces and B«rnr Temple Entjy Autborizatlon Act of 1047, 
Ihe Pir^ OH^b T^nnple Entfj' Authonrjttion Act of 1048. the 
C,P. Kemo^-Bl (if Social Disabilities Aci ol IfHT, ihe Punjab 
Henioval of KetigiouB anti Social Disabilii icc Act of [048, 
the Bihar namoval of Ctvil DisublJllfes Act of 1040, 
.and the Modlwa Bluuul iiarljnn Aj/bppma iVirT*4tn PidJmn 
of 5am vdl 2[]G3. 

*Vs a result nf these measiires. fiie Harijmta are now 
-final, ntid hi no way h)f«-lur, to the oth^ citiaetis of the 
RufHibllit- Oflli-tu) and non-elhcial agencies see to it Ihot 
they Me fully engnizam of their rights and derive tlie fullest 
benefit from these nets. 

(XOMOMlC l:p(,|TT 

Low earnings are a handicap wttich the Haiijana Bhati* 
with thiT bulk of Uieir countrymen. TJie courts whicli are 
now lieilig marie to develop the country will benefit them 
trtjually with the oihera. Specific measures are also being 
adoptedi to raise the Hariians economically. They incIvEdc 
the organiratioTi of co-ope^tivie Nocieties, assignment of land 
for cultivation, encouragement of cottage industries, training 
uf Harijaiis m dUfercnt crafts and prohibiilcoj. 

Cinj/ifsrotiiie 5ocietter 

A large proportion of the Hatijarv popututioh is employed 
in i.tittagv industries. For want of funds and organiration 
Ihefr progrcsi; Is impeded and co-operative societies are 
being organized to overcome the deficiGncy, These proYide 
their memhere with credit facilities und raw materials and 
enjiblc them t« sell their finished goods at a profit, Ttic 
Slate Governments help tbtec societies in many wayx- 

Tn Madras the societius formed by Harijan flsliermen 
ore given lease of Inland Oahories al redtn^ mtea without 
suction. Spodui allotments of imn and steel are also made 
to co-epcfalive societjea engage In the manufacture of 
agrictilturnl implements. 


CCMifK-ratlvc sticielies Jof the rlevelopmcni of 
induBtrife^ sudi lannlng wid, ioather work, poLierj- 
makltig, buskrl making, nini wcavinff and coir rope making, 
Jittvt aiao b«m orgwl&ed for Ihe bcntifil of Harijana 
They receive sohsidtea from ihc Government for the 
purchase of equipmcnT, Initial costs are also borne by ibe 
Govertimeni and ihc semces of its etafE lire placijd ®l the 
dispo^ of thp swiciFes. 

The progress of co-operative movemcni among the 
iTadjBna of Madras can be gauged from the followinij: 


2;328 ri umber of Hart jo n aocklles 

Memhershtp iHB.TfWl 

Hs: 7ii(l,itltiF Paid up capita] Ra- l,10B,OfHJ 

l32.tKKI DetiosUs from nuanber? „ Safi.tlUtl 

234,001) Loans from the Government « 270,0(M1 

„ 2,33fl,(jou woriciiig Mpitni - a,mn<w 


In BJhar the Harijim SewaJt Saugll has taken the lead 
In «Htabli&hlng ctMifwrativi* j 5 »fCietl<iS- Sevnnlreii societies 
of municipal twetpeis have been eirtabJiaJieil and they Jiavo^ 
helped a large mimber of members to clear Umir debts. 
In Ilistl-5L Ra. 10,000 were sanctioned by the Bihar Govern¬ 
ment to help these societies. Another sum of Rs. 8,3eh wus 
given VO two co-operative societies of shoe-inakeiB and tw'O 
Wt^aviflg centres. T)ie co-operative movement ia spreading; 
in. Bombay also. 

Delhi has 31 cixiporaiLve societies with Lot? Harijan 
membciB and a working capital of Ra. 8B.4C3. By July 33, 
19S0, they had loaned R*. 147,200 to their memb ers and thUi 
saved them from the clutches of the money-lfinrier. BesUies 
credit, the societies supply raw materials, rations and other 
esaeniud requiremenU of their members, Sixiy-lwo co¬ 
operative Eociclies vonaisting of Harijans and others arc also 
engaged in similar work. Coorg has tliroe ciMiperatlvc 
societies of Harijans and they are doing useful work. 

i«itnd for Cult!notion 

In all the States, land is assigned to Uie narljana for 


37 



NUWav— 4 (tallmiwo Of ttoHianii uifli paltafi Jsr Iftnd for 

CUltiiMtJjOn 


cultivation Kor mstancc, a (air prnpnrtion of the waste 
land in every ryotwari viUagc In Madras is reserxied for 
them. Under the rules land suitable for wot culUvalion 
cannot be asaigncd free of charge But Lo help the Haiijans, 
the flavej-nmeni lias (trdered thfll such land sliould be sold to 
them privately al a fair market priw fixed by thoColleetort 
and the i-alue so fixed collected In easy instalmmils. Until 
193t}t 381,903 acres of land were assigned tn the Harijans:and 
|97.40fi acres bmught under cultivation. 

Special Harijan culimici have been formed in several 
distneu in Madras, and land has been assigned to itie 
colonists for culln'alion. PactiHicg are also givett to thvm 
for the purchase of agrtcuhural implements; 

In allotting wiistu laud for cuU|vailp.n, the Bombay 
Uovt'rmtuml uJways gh'tss prelsmtce U> members of the 
Ijuckward eloa^, imdudmg Hsrliatit These allolmoits 
lifdude iarui lussed under Ijie ‘'Grow More Fond Campaign” 
and fori'til. land. Loral Hurljnn ajtTtcalturlsts and other 

sa 


iNtckwaid ciasi^ have first cUttm i>ti uiiusetl Umj irt paitlally 
cxclisdf^ct tLr(m5 And elf^hnre. They are- now bticomfi^ 
of the concassiuns to which they ore entitled, and a 
l&ri'e number uf af^plicatlons for Agncultiirii) land were 
teteiw^ bj' the Backward Weffare Officer in 1949-50. 

So far 293,860 acres ttav« been allotted to backward dosses. 
Amottg tile other focifittes given to them ar^ Interestt-Eroc 
laccem lusn fur the truiehasc of Implements tind cattle and 
vubstdles for the construetian of wells 

Tramiflfj in Cra/is and fnduxtriof 

With a view to raisiiiE thwr earning capacity the State 
tiwvfeoiments arrange for ibfc iraining of Harljans jd various 
crafts, industries and hefeditarj' occmiatldsifl; 

fn 1949-50. the GOT’ommenl of Bihar appointed a com¬ 
mittee with Mr. A. V. Thakkar os Chairman to repon on the 
condition of Harijans tn the Stale and to prepare a five-year 
plan for their uplift. On the mterim recommendations of 
the oonunittee the Bihar State Aid to Induidrie^ Act was 
brought into force and loans up to Bs HflQ were granted tu 
tlanjana (or the development of cottage industries. In 
I95D-51. a sum <A Bs. 19 lakli was ear-marked for the 
implemeotaiion of the various schema of economic uplift. 

Tile B omb ay Coverrimont has set up 17 peri|>aietjc 
demnnstratiun centres and schools to train the backward 
clasaes in varioua industries, namely, cotton and wool wi^v- 
ing, tanning and leather work, cane and bamboo work and 
carpentry and fibre work, A large number of scholardiips 
am awarded to backward class students undergoing traintitg 
in technical and industrial insUlutions and in accountancy, 
architecture, ctanmerdal art, dentistry, forestiy, shortliand 
and typewriling. Scholarships an* also awarded tn a 
number of women students who receive iralnuiil In nursing, 
health vlsitur'a course, midwifery and dot's course. 

lr> Utiar Prad(*.sh, the Government is oocouraginK 
Barijsn youth to train as i-lectricinns, radio and motor 
mcchariics as welt ibs to Icnm carjinitiy, smithy, spinning. 
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] atifi othtrr tradei A sum of was car* 

I marked for tho triUmni' of Harijans In 1931 - 52 . 

The Govcrnmeiit of Madras has iHificiJoijed a si^efttc for' 
the free supply of tool^ lo enteipiriaing Hadjan artt^ns In 
ihe areas selected for intensive rural rertuistruction. In 
PEIF'SU work wmtrci have been Dpened with iht object i*f 
providing iostniction hi tailoring, curpettli)* and nursing. 
Alwt, about mo nariian studunLs, including 51 girls, are 
admitted to Goriimincnt txaming-ruin-work centrea for 
ho*t«y, snithy, carpentry, weaving, dyeing, calico printing 
imd soap making Ccnices kot'c been staiicd at. Bidar in 
Hyderabad and in Madhya Bitar at lo provide training In 
tsmung and leather work Training facilities arp available 
in ijthqr Stales' also, 

PrsiiubfliwH 

Moasurvs for the ectiiiiitrtlc uplift of HariJjBiis'cunnot be 
very effective rintiJ they anr rescued from the evil of 
drink M'Jiich has fed to llick prugressive fmpovorishment. 
As It ciUnnuitev appumted by the Bmnbay Ciovemmeut 
polnivd out, "Aleuholic Jiguut and other intoKicuttng drugs 
and drinks are verily the public enemy N«. 1 of Ihe back¬ 
ward rtosscs. Indulgejicp m intoxicatfiig drugs and drinks 
diverts Ihclr meagre resources from the cssenlial require- 
ments ni thciuselvee and tlicir families. It saps their 
vlulity. plnya havoc with tJietr phyaique as well as their 
minds ami ts an effective obstacle to their amciloration.'* 

FnihiblUun must, therefore, find a place fa rmy pro¬ 
gramme of Harijen upUfi. tt was, in fact, one of the main 
Xeolutes of the construcLivu progttiniRie drawn up by 
Gandhtji for mttiunai regeneration. It was tried for a brief 
period between IK17 and 195® when the popular Ministries 
were In power. Complete prohibltjim has now been 
iiitrotluised In Bitrubay and Madrui and purtiat prohibition 
in otlier Staton The State Governments are losing in 
nevenuti, but prohlbllicin ho* been a great botm to the 
Harijons There |£ evidence in show that It lias coniributnd 
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apprwxiably lo their ecttnomic improvement and. domcflic 
well-bejnfi. 


novBiNo 

Housing is one cd the pressing needs wl tiie Jlarijianjt 
Accordingly, the Stale Govemmenls ore devoilng thsir 
nttention to ihe Improvement o£ htiusittg fur them This te 
being done throu^ co-operativp housins spcleti^ which 
receive fand and iiiierest-iree Joan. Whereto such 
Societies are *nffli- nlt to organitLe. similar concessions arc 
given to lisrijanf Individually. 

A scheme to provide liuuse sites to Harljaus bin! been 
drawn up by the Madras CJovemmunt. Suitable hinel 
fit the dispcsa) ol the Government is thus transfttrfwi 
to a ‘Villa^ site" and diatrlbuled among ihoae who n«d 
them. Since ihertr is not enough Of this type of land tlie 
GbvciTiTnenl has lo act|iiirc large tracts of private land under 
the l-Biiti Acquisition Acl Up to IflSO, house sites 

luul beort idiPilcd to Harijans out of the Governmciu land. 
In add it ion, the Govcrnmetil acquired land for ifi.OOl house 
sites at a cost of Hs 2,423^741!. Since IIH9. house sitc^ 
given tree of cost lo all Harljatis who do tint own a site ond 
cannot afford to pay for It. 

Similar concessions are allowed to Hdiijons in Sotnbuy 
ateo. Tlioue in need of houses are encouraged td form 
lioUEing GDCtefiCA. Free siu^ ore graitlcd to these sorleties 
whlclv agtue to lease plots lu tlielr members at ■ nominal 
yearly rent of four annaa. 

As the object of the tkivemmenrs houalng scheme t® 
to provide houses of Imprnveil di»iga, they are built 
actiording to an approved pian. Each hmisc, it I® ^timated, 
will etiat not more than Rs. 1,500 in undeveloped area^ “bd 
Rs 2,000 m Dthera A loan up to 75 per cent of the actual 
Liiost is granted for house building. Tlio loan t® free of 
iok'i^t and bj repayable In twenty anrumi inatalmonte 
The housing societies arc given preference by the Covcio* 
ment hn the supply of building matcHals. 

With a view to ending the segregattem of Haryami. the 
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Bombay Gwcmitieni has urilei«>d that Lhcy should be 
oHolLed luiuse eiojsa to tlie ni roai^imlilp 

pric4M. At Iht^ same tirri^ rimv sites aro being acquired foe 
HAriiari& i'esiding' In Ldw-tytrigi mariihy or uut of Ihe M/ay 
places 

Ijyoi] t^jes In Bombay are being einxiuragisl to under'- 
take stum clearance and build suitcdilo houses for thekr 
fiarijan employees lUlb^ral subsidies,, ranging from ja 
third to a Half of the totiU are offered lo them for this 
purpose. Thie concession is given to any association or 
bKlii^ldiLoi engaged in the c^uistniction of hotiBeS for the 
Harijan empkiyees of the locJil bodies. 

In [949-50 and 1950-51, the Mysore Govemment 

aitotted Rj. lakh, Rs, 19 takh and Rs. 19 lakh respL^- 
tivciy for wetfere wirk amung tJie Harijan^ Tli^use futida 
were utilized largely to acquire land and conatTUCt 
The sijhsjidy given to o Hanjan family vimes betwi^en Rs, 3W) 
to Rs. 41®, it is given in the form of cash or budding 
materuils or bath. The following ishows ihe progress of the 
ht msinq achemi! since 1048-49 : 


T^*r 


Htr gif ATtt^tUoii uf luiuw. 

UArLlFiiile4 


l»4a-4B 13 € 4^84 

IjMD'.'iO m 4.^81 

1&50.51 UJ6 a,7S9’ 

The; Sdurashlra Gnv^mnient enctiui-sgies Hatijnn* tn 
buHd vrilh mjequutfc 4pace. Thc^ Government I hue 

pnivided Hs^ ) Lukh tn loan in t95n<5t and Rk. i. Iqkh in 
subsidy in 10S1 t 52^ A Knueinf; Cn-dperative Association wgs 
formerJ recently with a capital of Rfl, 6 lokh. 

Tn the Putijah. sbotit TOO Biles have been seT(«cied t»r 
(he devulupnient uT nuidet.vjlhufeB under the ntntl luiuaing 
Ill thesse vdtni'e^ plots lutve been denuircati^ for 
altuimcnt to diiplAOed InnclTess llariJitTUt free of euot. 

In 19,*>0^1. tliu Bihar Gov^ment a lium n( 

Rs, 3 lakh to ponsiruct houses for miimclpal sweeiie-nr. In 
Delhi, too, tnidtrttia) sites are given to Harijans free of 


’ Up In Uie «b 4 of> T>«;«mt>«r I9SO. 
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ciiai. Ifousing sdiuitufs.for HadjariA sm being imitlemnttted 
\n other Stales 


OTiiDR 

Vijjtjniua fl 110 X 1 pis are bcmg made to unprnve the 
jtnwitflf y ctuadiiuxia of I he Harijan in Uttar Pradesh. 

Mnsnnrj' wells lidvo been ctmslrttcied and repaired in the 
Harijan eotoniira. 

In Madras. CciHeeiors have been empov/ered to sanctKHi 
ni)tt-recurriitg expenditure up to Rs. 4,500 for the constTtie- 
lion of wells, pa tits and latrines In a Harijan locoUty. The 
Directnp uf Harijan Welfare can likewise aanction expend!- 
lujie up to Rs, 7,6tK}. In IflSl. the Govermnent constructed 
or repaired a,B7!l wells at a cost of Rs. 4.S37,!li69. 

in Hyderabad Stale, the Civic Amennies Committoe 
provldiK ameitjtlcfi In Harijan ccilonies Iti Hyderabad and 
Secunderabodi Tn Madhya Bharut, w*ells have beeit dug in 
sudi cnhi-ilcs. to Madhya Rmileah. n programme tor Ihe 
construction of 51K1 wells is betou executed. Also, a tribunal 
WHS sel irp recently under the industrial Okpuies Act of 
1047 to provide civic amenities and sanitary facilities for the 
EWEcpers. 

By September 1950. she Mysore Government had 
provided 2,MB utoUi for the use of Horijans at a total (nitlay. 
o! Ra, l,0Ki.£97. 

Legal AisirstttHce 

The Harijan* art geiifralJy too jw»r to defend 
themselves In law suits at mHiituto taw outia themselves. 
The Government of Madras ho*. therefore, decided that 
legal assistance shott'd be given to deoenring Horijatio. 
Legal tisaisiance Is given to the Karijims in Bombay also. 

ftorijtw Doy 

Besides Icgisialive and adminlEtrailve Bcttoii, efforts 
are iieing made, through oBiclal and non-fifflcial eliahnels, 
to mohitize public upinlon against untouchahlUty. In 
Mndres, for instance, the thirtieth day of eaclt mfijitb, except 
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UJV—GtqllabM Iitai4imniitiig \h^ V.p. 

MtuiiiyoT t^vdi^Toiioh C^uwniidH at Lo^etixpu^ 


Febnutry, ia observe as Hnrijini Day. Sxicfa an obsatyance 
serr^S t(> maky the Uarijuns ctinscious nE UtEir rights imd 
others of their duty towards them. 

A good deal has been aehievetT is recent years to 
lemov^ disabiiiiies which have kept the Hartjone In 
bondage for centuriea. Socially, they are now on lha 
same footing as other of the cmnniunity, and ap^al 

efforts are being mode to raise them echicBiiunaUy and 
ecunotoicaliy . Today they have opportunities which were 
denied them before Indcpendcttce. The speed of tlieir 
progress now depends on their own ability to take advantage 
of the opportunities which have been given Eliem by the 
State. Mesnwiiile, effotts to improve the ataius of the 
Hanjans continue. 


lilrpendiriirv oh ffurijon H^cJ/nre 
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PUBLIC SERVICES 


An bvcreaslng number of littrijamt is timv bi*liig obsarbccl 
In public services. In fact, vacancies have been reserved 
for them boTli at the Centre and in the Staiw. The Central 
Govemmeut has (aid it down ibat 121 pci* d ilte 
vacancies, filled on an all India basis by competition through 
the UPSC or other bodies, sbtnild l>e reserved for Hnrijans. 
For all other ptusts. the reservation is even higher, tJiat isi 
IB*/* per cejiL 

Antung the Slates. Punjab has reserved IS per com of 
the total vacancies, PEPSU 12.&, Ajmer and Bihar 12 and 
Madhya Biiarst and Uttar Pradesh ID, 

The maximum age limit pnacribed for nppnintment to 
a service or >i past in the Central Government lias been 
raised by ihrce years for Herijan candidates. They have 
to pay imiy a quarter of tbr fees prescribed for any 
examination or .selection. Age and educatiotuil quaiiliim- 
tioris ore .relaxed in their favour in the States aI m, 

As a fcsuli of these corice.sgiorns, more and more 
Harijiuis ace being employed in public services. In 1991, 
the total number of HaHjans employed under the Ministry' 
(rf Communications was 7,5aSf. Finance L0O5, Food and 
Agricullune 918, Labour B47, Health -it®. Defence 359. 
Commoj'ce and Industry 291, Fdutruitwi 2fll), Works, Pro¬ 
duction and Supply 1219, Information and Broadcusling 178, 
Natural RcsourcES and ^ientiflc Research l52, Transport 92, 
Fxtciiial Affairs 36 and Law 36. The tJPSC employs 
IB Hflrijans and the Supreme Court tO. 
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fin' 

Tile repreiientiitioii oi Harijocs in tiie Ceatrai Scfvlcca 
lias ^wD stibstantially since August 1&47, m b evident 
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Among Qie States, Uliar Pradesh employs 28,27(1 
Harijamt, Madras 8,7S0, Myaoro 2,3;i7, We^t Bengal 2.023L 
Delhi mis, Punjab 1,229, Orissa 760, Vindhva Pradesh 683, 
Assam SIS, Bihar 491, PEPSjJ 491, Bhupll 388. Kimaohat 
Prad«h 384, SaumshtrH l40^‘Aj(n<^i' IIH, Tdpura 85, Cooi^ 
78, BUosinir 26 and Ktitch 22. 

The number of Harijans. who occupy well paid and 
responsible positurns is Increasing progressively as may be 
Sijen fjiitn. the foilowingi 
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sen. Govcntmeni Fnntuie 
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The obqye facts have bc^n taken At rAndpinir but they 
show clearly that in the services the position of thA 
Harijans liaa steadily imprei'ed. 

Haitians are well rept'c&Gnted in the political Uie nf 
Ihi* country also, Like oUier oduU dibcena of the Hepubbc, 
they have the ri^i of voist. FiiTihw, the,v have IheUr repre^ 
senta lives lit thc*^C«Atial end Slate legisUtures atui 
Mitiistrlea Until recenily, there were two Harljan Ministers 
in the CentralCabinet. Afisam, Bihar, Bombay, Madhya 
Prsdeah. Punjab, Mysore, Madras and Ottar Ptndesh had 
one Horljan Minister each. Rajosthon and Madhya Bharat 
had a Deputy Minister each while tliexe were two Harij'an 
Parliamentary Secretaries in Madhya Pradjcah, in addition 
to A Harijan Mlntstar, Harijan* were also repnaented in 
the Chief Cotmnissionfir'.t Advlwry Councils for Delhi and 
Ajmer. ^ 
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CHAPreN V 


FUTURE SECURED 


It is A well known fact Uial ibe rules civic conduct 
observed by a community and the Ideas which move and 
inaptre it are reR^^ted in its laws. The Constitution of 
independent Indian, la no exception (u this Tute. It puts 
the stamp of legality on the progress ntready made in 
Horijan welfare and gives expieatlon to tiie people's 
determination to eradicate an age-old evil fhiin the national 
Hie of the country. To quote the liistoric words of ciauae IT 
of the ConstltUtujj] hy which untouchability has been 
brought to an end: 

"UntouelutitUtT is abc4lshcd uid ita praenea In stis form U 
(OrlJidtiXin ITic mtorceinnit of any dIsstMiity orjslnS: out of 
uutmirhFiliilJty Hull be au ofTetiue iniiUiihiihle lu octcrdniice with 
taw." 

Not content with a genorai declaratjon, the frameta of 
the ConstitntioTi saw to it that unt ouch Ability did not exist 
in India m any shape or form and that all cittzena were 
equaJ in the eyes of llie State. For instance, snide 15 of the 
Constitution provides that *^0 citiieu shall on gi'ounda only 
of teilgion, race, caste, sex, placa uE birth or any of tliem 
be subject to any dlsabUity, liability, rcstrlcUon or condition 
with regard to : 

(u| access 10 ^ups, public restaurants, hotels and places 
of public entertainment: or 

fh] USE uf wells, tanks, bathing ^lats, roads and places 
of public resort mtuntatned wholly or partly out 
of State funda or dadicsted to the use of ihc 
general public." 
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This provision Is supplemented hy another which 
irnsures that “No citizen shall be denied admission to any 
cducatioruil inahtution mamtHincd by the State or receiving 
aid oui ol Siaie funds on grounds of religion, race or any 
one of them^'’ 

It was. howevw. not enough to remove tlie disabilities of 
Harijanfi. Practical men Uiat they were, the leadere of India- 
realized that for at least some years to come Harijsnt 
and other backward classes wfiuid need positive asslstanco 
from the Slate before lliey were In a ^wsitipit to eompeio 
with others or level terms. This is envisaged In clause -Iff 
which states that “I'he State shaLi promote with special 
care the educations! srid economic interests of the weaker 
BcCtions of ihe people, antL in particular, of the Scheduled 
Caatpa and the Scheduled Tribes, and shall proiscl ihem 
frtrm social injuallce and ail forms of expioltalion-" 

The Constitution has secured the econamk and pollticai 
interests of Uartjans. Put Ituttanee, itrttdes 33Q ft) and 
332 (I> provide that seals sliuutd be reserved for thtnn in 
tlic Kouse «if the People and the Legislative Asaetnbllea erf 
the States. Furtlicr, they arn to receive their proper shan.* 
id the public services of the Union and the States. 

The Constituilun makes tt incumbent on the President 
uf the Bepuhllc to app^tint a Special Officer fai ihe 
Sclwiulrd CnsTcs and ^iieduJcd Tribes. In pursuance of 
this pnrvlBlQii a Commissioner for Scheduled Castes and 
Sclu^diiled Tribes has Iwen appointed at the Centra. He 
co-ordinates the welfare activities f«t the States and the 
Centre and generally Inoka after the interests ol Hari)ana. 

Final ty, the President br authorized "to appoinl a 
Commission . , to investigate the condition of socially 

ami I'ducatlonally backward classes.to make recom- 

mcntlatlons fur the steps that should he taken by the Union 
or any State” to remove their dllficiiities and to improve 
their poaltion. ^ 

It will thus he seen tliat the Cntisttlulinn amply sale- 
guards the future of the Harij:a[i5. Its provisions, aa the 
toragning chapters show, am being honoured in letter and 


